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The Free RV Buyer’s Guide:

Everything You Need to
Know Before Buying an RV

Make confident decisions. Avoid
costly mistakes. Choose the right
RV.

| J
J _
-

I

A free resource for first-time and returning RV buyers



rvivy.com

TABLE OF CONTENTS

PAGE 2

1. Understanding RV Types and Classes

2. Setting a Realistic RV Budget
3. New vs Used RVs: Making the Right Choice
4. Renting an RV Before Buying
5. Where to Buy an RV

6. RV Pricing, Deals, and Negotiation Tips

7. Financing Your RV Purchase
8. Inspection, Paperwork, and Final Purchase Steps
9. Common RV Buyer Mistakes to Avoid
10. First-Time RV Buyer Checklist

11. What’s Next: RV Maintenance and
Ownership Essentials

A\ Rvivy

A free resource for first-time and returning RV buyers



rvivy.com

PAGE 3

INTRODUCTION

Buying an RV is exciting — but it's also a major
financial decision. With dozens of RV types,
hundreds of brands, and a wide range of prices,
financing options, and dealers, it’'s easy to feel
overwhelmed.

This free guide walks you step-by-step through the
entire RV buying process so you can make a
confident, informed decision, avoid costly mistakes,
and choose an RV that truly fits your lifestyle and
budget.
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Understanding RV Types and Classes

Choosing the right RV type is the foundation of a
successful purchase. The best RV for you depends on how
you travel, who you travel with, and how much comfort
and flexibility you need.

RV types fall into two main categories:

. Motorhomes

. Towable RVs
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Key considerations: Each comes with its own benefits,
limitations, and ownership considerations.
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Motorhomes Explained

Motorhomes combine the driving and living space
into one vehicle.

Class A Motorhomes
Large, bus-style RVs offering maximum space, storage,
and luxury. Best for long trips or full-time RV living.

Class B Motorhomes (Camper Vans)
Compact, easy to drive, and fuel-efficient. Ideal for
couples or solo travelers.

Class C Motorhomes
Mid-sized RVs with a cab-over sleeping area.
Popular with families and first-time buyers.

Key considerations: fuel costs, maneuverability,
maintenance complexity, and storage.

AN Rvivy

A free resource for first-time and returning RV buyers)



rvivy.com

N

PAGE 6

Towable RVs Explained

Towable RVs require a separate tow vehicle.

Travel Trailers
Versatile, widely available, and suitable for
many budgets

Fifth Wheels
Larger, residential-style layouts; require a
pickup truck

Pop-Up Campers
Lightweight and affordable with fewer
amenities.

Key considerations: towing capacity, hitch setup,
and ease of setup and storage.
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Setting a Realistic RV Budget

The RV’s sticker price is only part of the total cost of
ownership.

Typical RV Price Ranges

Entry-level used RVs:
$10,000-$30,000

Mid-range travel trailers & Class C motorhomes:
$30,000-$80,000

High-end fifth wheels & Class A motorhomes:
$100,000+
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Additional Costs to Plan For

Sales tax, registration, and dealer fees

Insurance
Storage (if not kept at home)

Maintenance and Repairs

Fuel and Campground Fees

Budget tip: Plan for an additional 10-20%
beyond the purchase price.
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New vs Used RVs: Making the Right
Choice

One of the biggest decisions buyers face is whether to
purchase a new or used RV. Both options have advantages
depending on your budget, experience level, and risk
tolerance.

NEW

A\ Rvivy

A free resource for first-time and returning RV buyers)



rvivy.com

NEW

PAGE 10

Buying a New RV

Pros
e Manufacturer warranty
e | atest layouts and technology
e NoO previous wear or damage

Cons
e Higher purchase price
e Faster depreciation

Budget tip: Best for buyers who want peace of
mind and modern features.
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Buying a Used RV

Pros
e Lower upfront cost
e Slower depreciation
e Oftenincludes upgrades

Cons
e Limited warranty
e Risk of hidden issues

Budget tip: Always schedule a professional RV
inspection when buying used.
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Renting an RV Before Buying

Renting an RV before buying is one of the smartest steps
first-time buyers can take. It provides real-world
experience that no showroom visit can offer.

Rent an RV Before Buying
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What You Learn by Renting

How the RV drives or tows

Whether the layout works day-
to-day

Storage and sleeping comfort

Setup and campground
experience
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Budget tip: Even a weekend rental can reveal
deal-breaking issues.
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Cost vs Value

Rental costs are small compared to buying
the wrong RV.

Renting can:

Prevent costly resale losses
Reduce buyer’s remorse

Improve confidence when
negotiating

Budget tip: Even a weekend rental can reveal
deal-breaking issues.

AN Rvivy

A free resource for first-time and returning RV buyers)



rvivy.com

PAGE 15

Where to Buy an RV

You can buy an RV from several sources,
each with pros and cons.

RV Dealerships

Online Marketplaces

RV Shows and Expos

Budget tip: Choosing the right seller is just as
important as choosing the right RV.
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RV Dealerships

Dealerships offer:

New and used inventory
Financing options
Trade-ins

Warranty and service support

Budget tip: Look for dealers with strong reviews
and transparent pricing.
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Online Marketplaces & RV Shows

Shop Online

Online platforms help compare
pricing nationwide.

RV shows allow side-by-side
brand comparisons and access
to show-only deals.

Tip: Never skip inspections or verification.

AN Rvivy
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RV Pricing, Deals, and Negotiation Tips

Pricing
Most RVs sell below MSRP

depending on season, inventory,
and incentives.

Negotiation Tips
Compare multiple sellers
Ask for out-the-door pricing

Negotiate add-ons and upgrades

Be willing to walk away

Tip: Never skip inspections or verification.
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Financing Your RV Purchase

RV loans are available through:

Banks and credit unions
RV-specific lenders

Dealership financing

Tip: Loan terms often range from 5-20 years.
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Payment Considerations

Larger down payments:

Lower monthly payment
Improve loan terms,

Reduce negative equity risk

Financing can preserve cash and sometimes
unlock incentives.
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Inspection, Paperwork, and Final
Purchase Steps

Always inspect:

Roof and seals
Plumbing and electrical systems
Appliances
Tires and suspension

Signs of water damage

Skipping this step is one of the biggest buyer mistakes.
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Common RV Buyer Mistakes to Avoid

Buying the wrong size
lgnoring towing limits
Skipping inspection

Underestimating ownership costs

Buying emotionally
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First-Time RV Buyer Checklist

v/ Choose the right RV type
v/ Set a realistic total budget
v/ Compare new vs used

v/ Rent before buying

v/ Research sellers

v/ Get an inspection

v/ Review financing
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What’s Next: RV Maintenance and
Ownership Essentials

Buying your RV is only the beginning.

In our next free guide, RV Maintenance
and Repair Essentials, you’ll learn:

How to maintain your RV year-round
Prevent costly breakdowns
Handle common repairs

Know when to DIY and when to call
a professional

Proper maintenance protects your investment and
extends the life of your RV.
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